Ken Crashy alins "Bromco”

Mo President of the Portsmowth Wild West Association and the last but by no means
least of the known few to have attended all 19 & now 20 mesis.

Frown tentative carly beginnings Ken is now an intrinsic part of our meet as well as of his
wwn group. The Portsmouth Wild West have wholeheartedly supported our meet from the very
first year, We both donate monics to charities from these events. Churs has varied over the years
bt theirs has been for the Children's Ward |, St Mary's Hospital Portsmouth For a very long,
Lime.

Our Country and Western Maeet relics heavily on the generosity of the Porsmouth
Wild West Association, who appear year after year, re-cnact their displays all over the
wiekend and perform the Trilogy in the evenings. All of this is done solely for the collections
that they make. They neither receive nor expect any expenses and do all this just for their
charity. Dorsel DA abd to the collected amount but please give generously next iime the
bucket is passed your way. Lets try 1o make both our 20% and their 25® year good for their
charity too,

As for Ken -— Always the gentleman
Always ut the Bar in the evenings
Always drinking Southern Combon il you ask!!!

Thank vou Ken and Portsmouth Wikl West Association.
Coubiln't do it without you AN

(O behal § of the Commitiee & Members of the Portsmouth Wild West Association |
wish to congratulate The Dorset TLA. on schieving the 20™ anniversary of their successful
Country & Western Meets. Well done everyone involved.

1 am forunate in that | have sttended every one and =till managed {contrary to popular
belief) 1o maintain o degree of sanity.

Adthough | and my family lad boen invelved in the CEW scene for many years we had
only joined the PWWA the month before your first meet, and having done only one show with
them at Southsea, we were very much *greenhormns’, having had linke experience of western re-
enactnenL.

When we were tobd that the next show was 1o be at 8 big Caravan Club meeting in
Warcham Forest we became quite excited. In those days we had no camping gear and when we
first joined the Association, no intention of camping, So we decided to ravel 1w the vense cach
day, *What a let down® Because of the chilidren | then aged thirteen and ten, we were late
leaving home and then | lost the way somewherne and we were quite late arriving at the venue,
only s peceive a “rocket’ from the events manager lor not being there to help put up the
scemvery. The next upset, where we had expected 1o find koads of authentic looking westerners,
we found lots of people just playing at being Cowboys & Cowgirls, however , we soon founsd
out they were a friendly crowd and we began o enjoy curselves.

Meither my son or mysell can resember what the weather was like and my only nsemory
of the first show was being shiot early on, probably o5 & punishement for being e and 5o 0ll |
saw was graas o few inches from my cyes,

We decided that instendd of leaving stright after the show we would partake of the pig
roast rather than go home to eat, but this did not suit my daughter, who is a vegetarian, she had
to alo with some remaining sandwiches. Dhee 10 prios commitments we did not returm on the
Sunday Or Monday.

1 have wo admit that after the treatmen we had on that Saturday from certain members of
the FYWW A we were uncertain as to whether we would remain in the Association, but we
perseversd. | was subsequently elected Treasurer, a poat | held for two years. | then had o resi
for one year before being elected Presidend, a past inowhich 1 have remained for the last
fourteen years, as well as being events manager for several years,

The next year we met the DDA again  Sixpenny Handley and although we were not
camiping nol yel having *caughi the bug’ and bought any camping gear, we ablended both
Saturday & Sunday. | guess we must have had a good time becaase we were hack again the
next year complete with tent amd associated equipment incloding a dent in my bank balamce
buying it all.

Ower the years | reckon that we have had every type of weather af your meets, frost,
snow, gales, torrential rin and really pood summer weather, but no matter what, everyone still
manages bo enjoy i, with so many coming back cach year.

Adler a few wears my children grew out of the western scene and lefl the Association, tbe
tent gave way 10 the small motor caravan that | still use today and then my wile gave up re-
enacting, | however seemed 1o get even more imvolved and am still *playing cowhoys'

Incidentally 2004 will be the 25™ anniversary of the PWWA it was formed in 1979,
although there are no ofiginal members lefl. Chris Gardener is our longest serving member,
having joined a few months before me, our next long serving membser Peter Tillet joined 1987,
All other members joined betweoen 1088 and 2003, We currently have 38 members although
some of them do not camp so you do not see all of us,

1 know most of our members will agree that your meet is the friendliest of the many
events we atlend every year, last year we did 51 shows at 14 different venues, mwost of them
camping woek ends, which is why =0 many come back year after year. In et a lew of vur
people camp ol your event only,

Becouse of the way it started nineteen years ago yours is the only event where we rely on
the gencrosity of your collection instead of a contracted fee as we do with every olher
organisation we do shows for, We alse appreciate your donation each year to our charity, the
Children's Ward st 51 Mary™s Hospital Porismouth. | personally enjoy coming back cach year
making new [riends and meeting old (rends, a lot of them | have walched grow up, makies me
Feel quite old sometines,

Happy trails, as we weslemers say-- - —Adins

Ken Croaby
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